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To ~hOIIl [1May (?CJflCiXi”

On b$half of the Aiabama Restaurant Association and our one thouwrd mesnbws duoughow the shrk. I
am wiling, tcuk~ym SLrongoppositmn {0proposed rules Lhalwould elimrnxe consumer chrlicz of rw
shellfish products hwested in sruuiyparts of the country arid sold [o r~%[aumntsand retailers
natiortwide. As you em see from theenclosed, one of our chapters km already apprcwd a resolution
urging yKJUto reject these costl} and urmecessan r~les and regulwms. md our SKI(CBoard of Directors
tvill be \ oti :Won this smne reskrt ]on at its nc:c regularly sckdukd me.etirg

T’IEW po[tntia! rules which w have brxmasked to ccmidcr !xQ4ng!c we~ia! kwr’.g~wa Jfoujd
impopc anrxlw urmeuww’ bureaucratic lirmtation of food produc k :wa; Itibls to comurwrs. For IIIOSI
restarmrm. ho!ek. clubs and i~kcls which do currently A Kawshellfish. includhlg o~stcrs. clams.
and wallops. marrdatoq’ pow k-n esi WWrrwM of these products will accomplish on!y two tlungs.

Firsr, because lhe CCKIof this “wst.rncr?t” is so high per writ. prices to Imh the restaurant .arrdthe md
consumer will rise drnmatlcal[y. Second. demand will drop. hurting bcththe rcstwarx ownrr and the
shellfish hanwter

It should also be memicmcd thz~Mm wned are ;~kmlablc ksidc k traditional Iau producl.
consr+mcrs overwhelming]} chrme the original raw alternative. rejecting Ireated oywcrs M bcinp of
poor ~We and poor qutiliq. 71: IrLwkclplaccshould be the ult.rrnats rcgtrhrlor of such issues

Tk bst i%c years III! c swn a dramatic rise m the rwailabi!~tyot_frush swfwd rratimwde lmposmg
thcw ,COS!ly and Lrnnecessao rules writ serve 10reverse that trend and deprive lhose cc,nsu:ners who do
crjq rawsIKIII%JIof their right to chcrcse.

Pleaw act responwbl$ in rel’ie~ving (his rules rsqucst and sr.rpporttk rigk of wmsumcrs 10 ma!!e their
own cduca(cd choice of tre-atcd wrsus raw product. Protect our indu$Lq rmcl the ccmsnnie?s rig!d to
clromicby rejecting these rules.

Sincerely.
,--? /?

61 B Ma-ket Pace, Montgomery Alabama 36117-4906
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WT-EREAS.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS

W-IEREAS,

wHmEA!3,

W“dEREAS.

WliEREAS.

WHEREAS,

WHERE.AS.

W’HEREAS,

WHEREAS

RESOLVED.

RESOLVED.

Mobile Ch@er.lAlabama RestaurrmtAssociationResolution

Oysters and other shellfish are a treasured treat for millions of Amcrlcans in
wcr}’ state: ar.d
Tht Americam conwnerha salways enjoyed afundmncntal choice bcwcun

products of ali types: ard
Perscmalresponsibility and care for one’s cJw~Ilwdth tind well-being arc
commcml> agreed upon tenets of American life; and
hnportant emerging technologies are now makmg It possiiolc for consurrwrs of
oyste:s ~ddlcrshe!lfish prduc@tochmsc bctweentradit[orud j-au
shellfish prcducw and! ’treated” orpaxeurized shellfish productss ina
eornpetiti~c ffec market environment, and
h is tvidc!y 3ccxpIeci by all partiesirvolvcd that“treated” oysters \viI~txxh
funditrmttally change thecond~tion of raw sheljfish, and that such tmtmrii
raises the wh.o]exalc price of oysters fkom the current pncc of appmxirmt u~y
uIght cents apwce by anodwr six to eight cents apiece, and
It is reasonable to expect in a free market ccormmy that these higher prices
will then be passed along to the consumer, resultqj IYIlower dwumd for
0} stcxs.and
America’s sheN%h indusm is heavily populated by small self-ensplo}-ed
barwstm and !easckldcrs already operating an Iimitcd incomes, and
Lcmvcr consumer demand could firther tirti~cn tic qTW]]sh~lifish jntjus~l:

and the Iiwhhcmds of thousands of area residents and fwnilics Mho are
dcpcndcnt on oyster harvesting and processing fc)r their own well-bemg. mid

“k lJ S. Food and Drug Admm]stration has been ask! m consider nw I-&W
w%ichwould forw costly and unnecessary post-harvest treatment of o}stcrs,
pking p:uduct fmm OL!r area at a severe ccmqxtiti~ c disadkanlagc on :hc
open truirkct against product frcrn otlw rcgwns which \vill notbe requ ircd to

be treated m the sam txpenswe manner, and
.Arncrica’soySKYand shelltkh industry has worked uxrperati \ cl? ard v-Ith

great succcss m cdwate consumers with certain health conditions and risks
~vhich may bc afffwted by certain ~ps of shellfish, and
These educaiitm rfforts have been highly successful in reducing, !valth
impacts whw they havebeen allowed tofull> flourish, therufwc k it
that a copy of ~his resolution be fotwm-dcd to the l,JS. Fcmd and !3rug

Admir.istratlon. our Qmgrmsiortal delcgaticn, the Cm mr.or and other state
AxXcd officials. and
that the Mobd< Chapter of the Alhuna Restwmnt Aswixt:on dws Iwrcb?
encourage the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to reject tiLescCAY and
unne~cessaq, rules and regulations in favor of continuing its successful wcwk
with Anw ica’s shell$lsh indust~ (owdrd greakr consumer cducaticn and
awareness. arid toward the cmninuation of a cmnpctitive rnarh.cfcconom)
systcm ivhich has served )wwica’s consumers well since MCfounding of ou r
rmticn
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